
Editorial
When I was first initiating my professional career, back in 2009, I remember having the luxury of choice

between two positions. Perhaps irrationally, I chose the proposition that would allow me to enter a high

containment (BSL-3) laboratory, where I would handle very dangerous pathogens. Handling and

growing dangerous viruses was surprisingly as exciting as the reason why I was using them; testing the

efficacy of newly developed vaccines.

My passion for biosafety (making sure I would not infect myself), biosecurity (keeping viruses safe), and

prevention of pandemics (keeping the public safe) was born even before I could realize it. Soon after

this I wanted to put my little experience, but all my great motivation, to the service of others. Thus, I

flew to Madagascar to be in charge of the national influenza center. I chose my moment wisely (to say

the least), since 2009 was the year the World Health Organization declared the swine flu virus A/H1N1

a pandemic, the first time in four decades a new flu virus had emerged and was triggering wide-scale

illness around the globe. Luckily, this pandemic was not as devastating as a new influenza strain could

be. This experience abroad, in one of the poorest countries in the world, confirmed my passion for

infectious diseases, their surveillance and prevention, and more generally in public health. Notably, I

became an ASM member during my stay in Madagascar (and benefited from the global outreach

membership). Little did I know that 10 years later, I would become the ASM Young Ambassador to

France, soon after join the Young Leader Circle (YLC), and finally become its chair.

I also did not realize that I would experience several pandemics in my life, and that the whole world

would be put in a complete pause just over a decade later. We should never forget that pandemics are

just around the corner. Somehow, in this current status quo of COVID stage, we are back to the future

of pandemics, i.e., waiting for a new one to strike. A moment where we should prepare, anticipate, and

get ready to prevent new ones from popping up (Monkey pox virus will probably not disagree on that in

the middle of the ongoing COVID-19 monolog).

In his recently released book, “How to prevent the next pandemic”, Bill Gates made several
suggestions, including proposing a "Global Epidemic Response and Mobilization" (the so-called GERM)
team, whose priority would be pandemic prevention. The GERM team would be made up of people
from all over the world who have a “wide range of expertise” (he should not forget about

microbiologists and laboratory scientists!). Looking at our amazing ASM ambassador network, our
presence worldwide in many countries, and our varied science and microbiology expertise, I truly
believe that our US Young Ambassadors and Country Ambassadors constitute a first level of pandemic
fighters, and thus, a basis for a GERM team. Maybe Bill Gates should join our next Microbe conference
to discuss this idea, be presented with our ASM Ambassadors, and investigate with us how we could
prepare and train them to be fully equipped to become modern pandemic “firefighters” (see reference
in Bill Gates Ted Talk)

Arnaud ORELLE
YLC Chair 2021-2022
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Last June was marked by Microbe 2022 being organized in-person again after 2 years of pandemic. The YLC and ambassadors could 

finally meet (and for many for the first time). I personally couldn’t imagine how attending Microbe 2022, finally meeting all my

peers, and discussing science and other things would have been so invigorating. It was like catching a deep breath after diving for 

too long. Hopefully better days are ahead, where lockdowns and masks will feel like a weird memory. 

Some truly inspiring profiles and activities are shared within this 7th newsletter, and I do hope it will keep inspiring all generations, 

including early-career scientists, to keep innovating and putting science to the service of people and to the service of public health.

It has sincerely been a great honor to chair the Young Leaders Circle; I thank all my YA colleagues, YLC members, and Kirsten for 

helping me at all stages. I wish the ambassador program all the best, and I can confidently say that our new chair will brilliantly keep 

the program running and growing. ASM and the YLC became a family to me, so I will do my best to maintain my engagement and try 

to make the world a safer place, a place better prepared for coming challenges. ASM is an amazing scientific society and provides 

many opportunities for scientists at all levels, but especially young scientists. 
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Ambassador Spotlight (US Young Ambassadors)

Current position:
Doctoral candidate (post-qualifying exam)& Assistant Professor, Biology
Current institution/affiliation:
Studies at Louisiana State University; Employed at Northshore Technical Community College
Number of years serving as an ASM Ambassador: 1.5
What was your last ASM sponsored event? Bacteria Grub at the Library, April 2022. Bacteria Grub at the 
Library is an outreach activity for all school-aged children to learn about the ubiquitous nature of bacteria. 
We used TSA plates for environmental sampling and then decorated sugar cookies with varying icing colors 
to simulate bacterial growth.
What will be your next ASM sponsored event? ASM Microbe 2022
Why would you recommend students and other early career individuals to join ASM? I recommend 
joining ASM to connect with colleagues with varying interests and background experiences. I believe 
joining ASM has allowed me to meet people I would have never met on my own. 
How has being a member of ASM benefitted you? I joined ASM in 2020. Since then, I have gained 
experience communicating with colleagues outside of my current affiliated institutions. I always wanted to 
be more involved with a disciplinary society. I felt welcomed at ASM and even more with the leaders and 
community of ASMCUE. 
What has been your favorite experience thus far in serving as an ASM Young Ambassador? My favorite 
experience has been engaging in community outreach. It has been such an amazing experience interacting 
with families and community organizations. I want them to understand the importance of the microbial 
sciences and how the field impacts everyone. 
What are your plans and what do you hope to accomplish as an ASM Young Ambassador this year? As 
ASM YA to LA, I plan to engage more with two- and four-year institutions in the state. I want to encourage 
students to join ASM as an undergraduate. I think it would be extremely beneficial to join disciplinary 
societies as an undergraduate student but joining as a graduate student is also a smart investment for the 
future. 
How has the pandemic impacted your professional life? The pandemic has been kind to my professional 
life. I spent 2020 and 2021 completing coursework for my doctorate while balancing my normal teaching 
load. I attended quite a few conferences that became virtual opportunities due to COVID. I wanted to 
attend ASMCUE for a while, but some community colleges do not have designated funding for faculty 
professional development. When the conference switched to the online format, I happily attended. I have 
attended a few conferences, but I am ready to go back to in-person formats while allowing virtual 
participation.

Adronisha Frazier (Louisiana)

Pictures from the Bacteria Grub at the Library Event



Ambassador Spotlight (US Young Ambassadors)

Current position: Postdoctoral Intramural Research Training Awardee (basically an NIH postdoc)
Current institution/affiliation: Rocky Mountain Laboratories, Division of Intramural Research,
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, National Institutes of Health
Number of years serving as an ASM Ambassador: <1 year
What will be your next ASM sponsored event? My next ASM sponsored event will occur this summer, I’ll be 
hosting a community outreach event showcasing research from Rocky Mountain Laboratories with Giant Microbe 
awards for community participation!
What are your plans and what do you hope to accomplish as an ASM Young Ambassador this year? I’m 
planning to participate in many community outreach programs as an ASM Ambassador this year. Montana (where 
I represent) is mostly full of rural communities that may not have adequate resources to expose youth and young 
adults to different content matter and careers in STEM. In my youth, seeing “simple” biology demonstrations (like 
extracting DNA from fruits) piqued my interest in biology and started me on my path as a scientist. I really hope to 
provide that spark for a kid or young adult to convince them to consider learning more about or pursuing a career 
in microbiology!
Is there anything else that you would like to share? I just want to give a shoutout to the multiple teachers and 
mentors I’ve had over the years. I especially want to thank a couple of high school teachers (thank you Ms. Steeby
and Dr. Meyers!) for inspiring me to have a career in science. I think about how their teaching has influenced me 
frequently, and I want to encourage others to let their favorite teachers and mentors know how much they’re 
appreciated! You never know what kind of difference it might make in their day or life.

Samantha Crane (Montana)

Current position: PhD candidate/ Graduate Research Assistant
Current institution/affiliation: Department of Molecular Biology, University of Wyoming.
Number of years serving as an ASM Ambassador: 1 year (First year)
Why would you recommend students and other early career individuals to join ASM? I believe one
lifetime is too short to learn everything from personal experience. Life would be much easier if we could learn from 
other people's experience. ASM created the platform where we can share our experiences with each other and 
grow together. After all Aesop said, "In union there is strength".  
How has being a member of ASM benefitted you? I like the resourcefulness of ASM. The newsletter from ASM 
helps me to keep updated with the microbiology world. Such as, from one of the newsletters I came to know about 
the Alphafold protein modelling software and that helped me and my colleges in research. I believe the resources 
regarding COVID helped me a lot to face the difficult pandemic situation. I am a PhD candidate; I depend on ASM 
career resources a lot to navigate my future career.   
What has been your favorite experience thus far in serving as an ASM Young Ambassador? The ASM young 
Ambassador Retreat Program is my favorite experience so far, as I got the opportunity to know about so many 
visionary individuals who are doing variety of incredible things to their community throughout the world. 
Exchanging ideas with them was very eye-opening and thrilling, and I must acknowledge their point of view helped 
me transforming my own way of thinking.  
Is there anything else that you would like to share? Besides all the troubles COVID brought in our lives, one upside 
is it made the mass people aware of microorganisms. We microbiologists should take this chance and educate 
everybody about the power of microorganisms; not only in the bad way but also how microorganisms can make our 
lives better. The decision makers are also now more regardful of microbiology, therefore the microbiologist in the 
leadership positions must play a role of perfect courtier throughout the world and influence resolving the issues 
such as antibiotic abuse, microbial waste management, equity in vaccine distribution etc. Last but not least, we the 
microbiologists are and always will be the ambassador of microbiology to the people of other professions. That's 
why, we need to participate more in public communications and contribute to raise microbiology literacy in society. 
After all, a model scientist is who he not only does research in the lab but also spreads his knowledge shouting out         
loud as much as you can. 

Yasin Ahmed (Wyoming)



Ambassador Spotlight (International Young Ambassadors)

Current position: Post-doc at Egyptian Drug Authority 

Research field: infectious diseases and Antimicrobial resistance 

Number of years serving as ASM YA: Two years

Last ASM sponsored event: The Inevitable Change of Education in Botany and Microbiology as a
Syndrome of Global Education Change; Conference were held in Ain Shams University

Next ASM sponsored event: : The 29th International Conference of Egyptian Society of Medical Microbiology 
(EMSS) in association with ASM

Why would you recommend a young student join ASM? To develop and grow the community and eliminate the 
borders. Building a strong rapport with multiple scientific people. Promote the opportunities for student training.

What is the best experience so far as an ASM YA? Our mission as young ambassadors is to advance microbial 
science through sharing the knowledge with different communities inside and outside countries and building 
communication with the scientists around the world that will bring the experience to our local communities. In 
my experience as YA, I established that the Egyptian communities are extremely thirsty to be informative and 
aware that the microbial science that will help to figure out how to face and fix the crisis that is developed 
recently worldwide. ASM introduces many resources that will help young students and early-career 
microbiologist to discover the microbial world and advance their knowledge. The goal next year is to expand the 
ASM activities to reach all microbiologists around Egypt to strengthen ASM’s network.  

Current position: Clinical Physician, Microbiology Consultant at Department of Clinical 
Microbiology and Parasitology, "Marqués de Valdecilla" University Hospital Santander

Research field: Clinical Microbiology, Host-pathogen interactions, Infection Medicine

Number of years serving as ASM YA: Four years

Last ASM sponsored event: ASM-SEIMC-IDIVAL series of webinars

Next ASM sponsored event: To be determined

An example of what ASM brought to you? Future perspective, to contact and meet people among then expertise 
in different fields, and summarizing a great experience from all point of views, (scientific and personal)

What is the best experience so far as an ASM YA? To meet new people and also to be able to collaborate with my 
own Spanish Ambassador and share ASM projects

What are your plans as the ASM YA this year? To “create” a European summer night to meet us, and other ideas to 
build up yet, but they are coming soon! 

Neveen M. Saleh (Egypt)

Eva Torres-Sangiao (Spain) 



Ambassador Spotlight (International Young Ambassadors)

Current position: Clinical Microbiologist and In charge Molecular Pathology lab                                                               
at Al-Hayat Hospital kabul Afghanistan

Research field: Antimicrobial Resistance and Molecular Epidemiology 

Number of years serving as ASM YA: 1.5 years

Last ASM sponsored event: Antimicrobial resistance issue and the role of ASM” presented to Young female 
medical students

Why would you recommend a young student join ASM? I would like to recommend ASM to young students 
because it is the easiest way to link with scientific world, access to the journals and other education materials. 
Through ASM connect they can access to the professional and experience people to learn more from them.

Any positive accomplishments? Establishment of first COVID diagnosis lab in Afghanistan during the start of 
Pandemic. 
Introducing CLSI standards for antimicrobial testing in Afghanistan

Abdul Haq (Afghanistan)

Current position: Microbiology Lecturer, University of The Gambia

Research field: Respiratory Infections 

Number of years serving as ASM YA: One year

Last ASM sponsored event: Infection Control and Laboratory Training Program 

Next ASM sponsored event: Infection Prevention and Control and Laboratory Training Program at University of the 
Gambia

Why would you recommend a young student to join ASM? Since science is trending and affiliated to big societies 
like ASM means to be updated with medicine and science. To this, I will encourage every student to join ASM and 
benefit from modern day science and microbiology. 

An example of what ASM brought you? Well, for the first time I will see the United States is due to the fact that I 
am the ASM young ambassador to my country, Gambia. Moreover, I will have the opportunity to present two of my 
research works as a PhD candidate. 

Anything you would like to share: an accomplishment you are proud of? A positive upside from the pandemic? Is 
COVID still affecting your professional life? A model scientist/ group/ group leader/ Leader? One of my biggest 
accomplishments is to be alive during the early phases of the pandemic in China. I was just 3 hours drive away from 
Wuhan and from the bio-risk management training I had with the University of Edinburgh, I volunteered in our 
University to conduct simulations and webinars to the practical safety and prevention precautions for not 
contracting COVID-19. I am a medical microbiologist with 30 publications and at the same time a biological health 
advisor. 

Ousman Banjika (Gambia) 



Ambassador Spotlight (Country Ambassadors)

Current position and institution: Professor of Genetic Engineering 

and Biotechnology Shahjalal University of Science and Technology, Bangladesh

Research field: Clinical Microbiology, Environmental and Industrial Biotechnology, 

Molecular Biology,  Bioinformatics. 

Number of years serving as ASM Country Ambassador: 4 Years

Last ASM sponsored event:

1. COVID-19:  Concern and Awareness 

2. COVID-19: Vaccines and Vaccination

3. ASM Microbiology Quiz Competition 

4. ASM booth in BSM (Bangladesh Society of Microbiologists) Annual Conferences

Next ASM sponsored event:
1. The 36th BSM Annual Conference 2022 (Physically) in Association with ASM, and set up an ASM Booth 
2. A mini symposium on “Microbiological Research for Sustainable Technology 

3. Olympiad on Microbiology 

Why would you recommend young scientists and your colleagues/ professionals to join ASM?

ASM is the largest and oldest society in the world having more than 30,000 members from over 100

countries. I started my journey with the ASM in 2012 as a Global Outreach Membership. Global Outreach

Membership is free of cost for researchers in Bangladesh. Being an ASM member, one can be connected

globally with peers and scientists around the world. It provides free access to ASM journals, access to

travel grants and fellowships, significant discount on ASM meeting registration, significant discount on

books and author publication fees, and significant discount on books and author publication fees.

Therefore, I recommend microbiologists and researchers in biomedicals to be part of ASM.

What are your plans as the ASM Country Ambassador this year?

Three events have been proposed in the APF proposal. As a member of the BSM executive committee

(https://www.bsm.org.bd/executive-committee-2022-2023/), I proposed to the BSM executive committee

to organize the 36th BSM Annual Conference 2022 in association with ASM. The BSM is pleased to do it. It

will help to arrange an individual session describing ASM activities and benefits of ASM memberships. If

the ASM approves it, the logo of ASM may be placed with that of BSM in the conference documents such

as flyer and banners. This event will encourage BSM and its members for future collaboration with the

ASM. During the conference, there will be an ASM booth for on-spot membership and describing the ASM

activities and benefits of ASM membership. It will help to distribute the ASM materials to researchers and

to brief the ASM activities face to face. A mini symposium will be done on “Microbiological Research for

Sustainable Technology” with talks of leading scientists in Bangladesh. This event will lure researchers to

perform microbial research. An “Olympiad on Microbiology” will be conducted among students and young

researchers. It will encourage university students to study microbiology and do microbial research. All

these events will describe ASM activities and benefits of ASM membership and increase the ASM

members.

Md. Abul Kalam Azad (Bangladesh) 



Ambassador Spotlight (Country Ambassadors)

Current position and institution: Head of Ecobiome Research Lab Faculty

of Biology, National University of Uzbekistan, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

Research field: Microbial ecology, Plant microbe interactions, Plant fungal 

pathogens, Soil microbiome

Numbers of years serving as ASM Country Ambassador:  1 Year

Last ASM sponsored event:  International Conference on Biology and Biotechnology of 

Microorganisms, ICMBB 2021, September 16-17, 2021, Tashkent, Uzbekistan (hybrid)

What are your plans as the ASM Country Ambassador this year?

In 2022, we are planning to organize the Women in STEM Conference in November, including Microbiology and 

Virology topics. Moreover, ASM regional webinar series which cover different topics such as environmental 

microbiology, gut microbiome industrial microbiology and virology will continue every month. We have 

established an ASM research coach for young scientists, which aims to help young scientists write articles and 

use ORCID, Publons, and other popular scientific networks for their research activities.

Dilfuza Egamberdieva (Uzbekistan)

Ednner E. Victoria (Panama)

Current position and institution: Medical Technologist Hospital omplex Dr. Arnulfo Arias Madrid 
Social Security Fund / Laboratory of Experimental and Applied Microbiology and Laboratory of
Water Microbiology University of Panama

Research field: Environmental Virology/ Phages Biology
Numbers of years serving as ASM Country Ambassador: 1.5 years

Why would you recommend young scientists and your colleagues/ professionals to join ASM?
The American Society for Microbiology (ASM) is a significant opportunity to engage in the scientific community and 
stand out among your peers.  For example, ASM offers the possibility of publishing your scientific work at 
conferences, seminars, and congresses worldwide (posters, articles, and blogs).
What ASM brought you?
ASM offers me opportunities to grow in my career.  For example (in 2019, I was promoted to a fellowship in 
Sistema Nacional de Investigación (SNI), the Panamanian National Research System) and in 2021, where I presented 
in an Early Career Flash Talk the results of my research.
What is the best experience so far as an ASM Country Ambassador?
One of the best experiences I have had as an ASM Country Ambassador is the chance to communicate Science in 
Panama and its activities to a broader audience.  It allows me to share within my scientific community (humanities 
scientists and STEM scientists).
What are your plans as the ASM Country Ambassador this year?
This is to announce that I will be doing a workshop in Academic Writing for Grant Proposals.  Additionally, we 
provide Scientific Writing for Journals with the collaboration of our strategic allied companies, NuxLab, the 
Panamanian Association of Microbiology and Parasitology, and the National Association of Medical Technologists of 
Panama.
A positive upside from the pandemic?  Is COVID still affecting your professional life? A model scientist/ group/ 
group leader/ Leader?
A positive aspect of Pandemics is the possibilities of education and talks about the science using the virtual 
platforms. Two mentors have shaped my professional and academic formation: my academic mentor Dr. Evelia 
Quiroz (R.I.P.), taught me how to be a visionary and an excellent professor to my undergrads. She also loves the 
subject of Virology.  Second, I would like to thank Dr. Alex O. Martínez Torres, my master's thesis advisor, and 
research mentor. He taught me how to do research in a research laboratory and advised me to apply the scientific 
method, write academic papers, and work with my colleagues.



Interview with Elena Schneider-Futschik

2. How did ASM helped you in achieving your goals and improving yourself as a scientist?
I joined ASM as an undergraduate student and my first years were more passive. I attended the
annual meeting (called ICAAC at the time) but I wasn’t as engaged. At the meeting in San Diego, I
realized that ASM had a lot more to offer than one amazing conference and I started looking for
opportunities where I could be more active and engaged. I became Young Ambassador to Australia
and joined the Young Leader Circle in 2016. These roles helped me develop my international
network and offered me opportunities like conference travels, speaker invitations and awards. The
more time I invested in running seminars or workshops back at home, the more seemed to come
back to me personally as well. My roles helped me transition from PhD student to postdoc to junior
group leader and become more independent.

3. In 2020, the world was drastically impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, which has been
imposing serious threats and challenges for the global public health and our lives. In this
scenario, the pandemic shed light on the microbial sciences and highlighted its importance to the
entire world. What were the main challenges the pandemic imposed in your professional life and
how you overcome them? How do you envision the microbiology research in the post-COVID
world?
For us in Melbourne, the biggest challenge was our lockdown. We had the longest and one of the
strictest lockdowns in the world (saving a lot of lives), but this was very disruptive for our
workflow. In the first lockdown, no lab work was allowed, in the consecutive 5 lock downs, my lab
received special permission due to essential clinical work and we were allowed to work in shifts (at
limited capacities). A lot of my work is dependent on clinical samples, all of which came to a halt in
the last 2 years. I know have to carefully recruit patients again, and often these very sick patients
are afraid to come to the clinic to catch Covid, making it harder for patient recruitment.
I hope the funding and attention that Covid community received is not short lived and that this
newly found focus can be redirected to other issues such as multi-drug resistance and the problem
of running out of antibiotics.

4. Do you have any words of advice for newly appointed Young Ambassadors and for early-career
scientists and students interested in applying for the position?
Don’t be afraid of the time commitment of the role. I joined because I wanted to become a more
active member, but I never envisioned how much I would get out of it and how these roles moved
my career forward. Enjoy every minute of it, the 2-year term is over so quickly and form
connections with your fellow ambassadors. They are your peers and future collaborators.

1. First, please tell us a bit about your career path up to your
current position.

I am a pharmacist by training. During my PhD at Monash University, I
studied lung infections in cystic fibrosis; specifically, being interested
in biofilm forming multi-drug resistant Pseudomona aeruginosa.
After my PhD, I moved to the University of Melbourne and after a
short postdoc I transitioned to a junior group leader. I now lead the
cystic fibrosis pharmacology unit and co-coordinate undergraduate
students in completing their research projects.

Elena Schneider-Futschik is
former YA to Australia



ASM Student Chapters

Many student chapters have shifted between online platforms and the 
classroom in the last year or so due to the pandemics unexpected 

behavior. We asked Student Chapter (SC) representatives from the US 
and abroad about how they are achieving a higher quality or more 
successful cohort during this time. Two student chapters responded 

about what they have done to get there.

Michigan State University’s ASM chapter:

Online platforms are still being utilized such as Zoom, in addition to in-person opportunities. The 
student chapter attended a local brewery tour to help show students what non-clinical 
microbiology jobs were available. Since this chapter includes both microbiology and genetics, a 
genetic counseling zoom panel was hosted featuring practicing or training genetic counselors. This 
popular event allowed students who were unfamiliar with this career to hear about genetics in a 
career that interfaces with patients. In addition, this chapter spoke with graduate students about 
supporting minority students into graduate school at Michigan State University. This helped bring 
down the barriers of entry into microbiology and genetics doctoral studies. Another focus was a 
local food microbiology company that helped students understand more about microbiology in 
industry and provide students the opportunity to intern at the company over the summer.

Overall, this student chapter has expanded beyond what was expected, and connections with the 
community positively impacted members, and brought awareness to the organization.

Food microbiology company lecture.

Genetic counseling panel.

Student Chapters Adapting to a Post Pandemic World



ASM Student Chapters

Iowa State University

Symposium: The Microbiology Graduate Student Organization (MGSO) at Iowa State University 
had their annual retreat for the Interdepartmental Microbiology (IM) program. On April 14th, 
2022, the IM Spring Retreat featured presentations from graduate students, faculty, and guest 
speakers from other institutions. This year, the retreat was presented in a hybrid format with over 
50 individuals attending. There was a collection of speakers and audience members who had the 
option to choose if they would like to attend online or in person. Presentations included topics 
such as phage to fight against phytopathogens, viral assembly, food and water microbiology, and 
the microbiota of animals and humans. This event is entirely organized, funded, and run by MGSO 
graduate students.

Outreach event: MGSO also volunteers at an outreach event with the Women in Science and 
Engineering (WiSE) organization on campus in a bi-annual Go Further Girls STEM Conference. This 
year, four MGSO graduate students facilitated a session in which students learned about soil 
microbial ecology and how plant roots can impact the structure of a microbiome. Using a "soil" 
model as a cup full of dry rice, students counted microbes represented as colorful beads, 
associated with the soil or with a root as a brown pipe cleaner. Students were encouraged to 
hypothesize about why the microbiome's structure in the soil versus the roots were different and 
how each the microbes, the plant, and the soil impacted these interactions.

Marissa Roghair Stroud, Logan Ott, Grace Carey, and Faith 
Seggerman, all Microbiology PhD students at ISU and members 

of MGSO.

Student Chapters Adapting to a Post Pandemic World



Microbe 2022 – Washington D.C. 

From 9th to 13th June 2022, the American Society for Microbiology conference  
Microbe 2022 occurred in Washington D.C.. The conference was back in-person since 
the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, for the great pleasure of 4500+ attendees

We look forward to seeing you for ASM Microbe 2023, June 15-19 in Houston !

A great scientific and social opportunity for the Young Leaders Circle members, the 
international young ambassadors, the US young ambassadors and country 

ambassadors to meet after more than 2 years.



YA activities across the world

Francis Muchaamba – YA to Switzerland
Dr. sc. med. vet. (BVSc, DVM, Ph.D.)
Doctorate in Veterinary medicine and Ph.D. in Food Safety Molecular Microbiology.
Postdoc Researcher at the Institute for Food Safety and Hygiene, Vetsuisse Faculty,
University of Zurich, Switzerland

2nd Swiss Young Microbiologists Symposium

✓ Collaboration between the American Society for

Microbiology (ASM), the Institute for Food

Safety and Hygiene, University of Zurich, and

the Swiss Society for Food Hygiene (SGLH).

✓ The event was organized by Dr. sc. med. vet.

Francis Muchaamba (ASM Young Ambassador to

Switzerland) and Dr. Danai Etter (representative

for SGLH), both Postdocs at the Institute for

Food Safety and Hygiene, University of Zurich.

✓ This unique event targeted undergraduate,

graduate, and post-graduate researcher from

Switzerland in all fields of microbiology. The

core aim of this event was to enhance data

exchange and improve early-career scientists’

presentation skills by affording them the

platform to share their project ideas and latest

results.

✓ Two keynote lectures on “Writing a fundable

research grant proposal” and “Delivering an

award-winning talk or poster” for continued

education. At the end, six presenter prizes for

the oral and poster sessions were awarded to

the best presenters as defined by a jury.

✓ Participants got input and feedback from peers

improving their presentation skills and got new

insights to advance their research. We hope that

this event will further encourage and foster

networking, collaboration, data exchange and

resource sharing.



YA activities across the world
Lameck Manda – YA to Malawi
Master of Public Health, University of Ghana
Bachelor of Science in Medical Laboratory Technology, Kamuzu University of Health
Sciences (formerly University of Malawi-College of Medicine)
Research Laboratory Supervisor, Johns Hopkins Research Project, Blantyre - Malawi

Point of Care Testing (POCT) and COVID-19 Workshop

✓ The workshop was organized to share knowledge about point of care testing in the country

in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

✓ The workshop was also organized to map the way forward on how diagnostic resources

can be shared between routine testing and COVID-19 testing.

✓ The workshop was organized by the Young Ambassador to Malawi supported by the Young

Ambassador Project Fund in collaboration with laboratory techs in the country. The activity

was held on May 6, 2022.

✓ Laboratory Professionals attended the event. The workshop leveraged

on ASM resources.

✓ There were discussions on how we can engage ASM as a country for

partnerships in health programs including POCT.

✓ The POCT workshop provided a platform for professional

development, networking and discussions on local needs, the need to

strengthen collaborations and partnerships in solving local problems.

Jillian Walton – US YA to Tennessee
Bachelors of Science in Microbiology

PhD Candidate at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

Knoxville-Tennessee Environmental Soil  and 
Stream Testing

✓ K-TESST is a citizen science project that aims to educate Tennessee residents about soil and water

quality. For this project, soil and water testing kits were constructed and are being distributed to

Tennessee residents through tabling events and pick-up sites in the Knoxville area.

✓ This program was founded by Jillian Walton (ASM Young Ambassador to Tennessee). The program

Executive Board is made up of 6 University of Tennessee, Knoxville graduate students (Emily

Bowden, Jennifer Baily, Selene Hess, Sarina Mitchell, Brittany Zepernick, and Sarah Love)

✓ Each kit contains 4 tests. The soil testing kits test soil pH, nitrogen, phosphorus, and soil texture.

The water testing kits test water pH, nitrogen, phosphorus, and water turbidity. Each kit also

contains educational material about each test and what the results mean for the water or soil

sample.

✓ Data is currently being collected and will be mapped and available to the public. This will help

inform Tennessee stakeholders and resident about water and soil quality throughout the region.

Website: 
https://sites.google.com/vols.u

tk.edu/k-tesst/home

https://sites.google.com/vols.utk.edu/k-tesst/home


YA activities across the world

Jennifer Farrell – US YA to Georgia
PhD Candidate, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA

MSc Clinical Microbiology, University of Nottingham, Nottingham, England, UK

Bachelor’s in Biology, Reed College, Portland, OR

ASM Promotional Event

✓ May 24th-26th, SSYSA (Student’s and Young Scientist’s Association) of

Georgia and Davit Tvildiani Medical University (DTMU) organized a

student’s conference: “Students' and Young Scientists’ VIII International

Multidisciplinary Conference", which was held in the Litz Resort hotel in

Kvariati, Georgia.

✓ More than hundred Georgian and Foreign students attended the event,

which was dedicated to the new scientific breakthroughs in the field of

medicine.

✓ As a Young Ambassador of ASM, Jennifer had ASM banner and the

information desk with flyers and stickers for the promotion of ASM. All

was set up near the entrance of the conference hall for better

availability.

✓ This conference, was the first scientific event for most of the students

and gaining information about such a valuable community as ASM might

be useful for their future scientific career. Therefore, presenting ASM at

the conference for the young scientists and the medical students

increased the awareness of the ASM and its activities among the

members of the future generation involved in the different scientific and

medical fields.



YA activities across the world

Cecile Ingrid Djuikoue – YA to Cameroon
Master in Public Health; PhD Infectious Diseases 

Community Sensitization of Maroua Community, 
Cameroon on Good Hygiene Practices

✓ A team of six microbiologists led by the ASM Young Ambassador to

Cameroon went to Maroua Community, located far north in Cameroon to

sensitize the community on good hygienic practices.

✓ The project was carried out because the residents of these communities

are usually exposed to waterborne and foodborne diseases.

✓ A meeting was held with the local health district professionals to facilitate

entry in the community and to discuss the public health challenges within

the community.

✓ Sensitization was carried out amongst the following; roasted meat sellers,

street drug traders, and individuals using unclean water simultaneously for

drinking, washing juice bottles sold in community and washing animals.

Iyiola Oladunjoye – YA to Nigeria
Bachelors of Science in Microbiology, University of Ilorin

MSc Student, Erasmus Mundus-Leading International Vaccinology Education

Establishment of the First ASM Student Chapter in Nigeria

✓ Iyiola Oladunjoye worked closely with the Nigerian Association of Microbiology

Students (NAMS) Kwara State University (KWASU) Chapter by aiding them during the

application process.

✓ After presenting ASM and the benefits in the career advancement of microbiology

students, NAMS KWASU commenced an onsite ASM registration booth that aided the

registration of about 1000 students in the department as ASM Global Outreach

Student Members.

✓ Iyiola visited the Head, Microbiology department, Prof S. Awe and the NAMS KWASU

executives to further discuss the benefit of ASM Student Chapter, strategies to keep it

active and ideas on how to progress with their proposed action plans.

✓ This is a step in the right direction, as it is the first ASM Student Chapter established in

Nigeria. This will encourage other NAMS chapters across other universities in Nigeria

to start their ASM Student Chapters with the goal of advancing microbial sciences in

the country.



The YLC is very please to maintain its collaboration with 
the European Society of Clinical Microbiology and 
Infectious Diseases (ESCMID) and with the Trainee 
Association of ESCMID (TAE). 

This collaboration includes (but is not limited to) :

➢ Participation from the YLC chair to the ECCMID 2022 
(Lisbon, Portugal) and to the ECCMID Day

➢ Preparation of joint webinar (under development)

➢ Submission of joint session to ECCMID 2023

➢ Submission of joint session to Microbe 2023

➢ Discussion on Sustainability projects

Registration up to the 22 September 2022

More information at: 
https://www.escmid.org/profession_career/educatio

nal_activities/2022_escmid_courses_and_workshop

s/escmid_onsite_courses_and_workshops/

An important realization of our 
joint collaboration is the

Co-organization of the 1st TAE 
Leadership Academy Course 

28 - 30 October 2022,
Belgrade, Serbia

Our renewed thanks to the TAE for this
fruitful collaboration https://www.escmid.org 

Collaboration with the ESCMID

https://www.escmid.org/profession_career/educational_activities/2022_escmid_courses_and_workshops/escmid_onsite_courses_and_workshops/
https://www.escmid.org/


Opinion article by Iyiola Oladunjoye

Building Capacity for African Vaccine Manufacturing
Equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines across the world remains a tough challenge, most
especially in Africa and other Low- and Middle-Income Countries with little or no capacity to
develop and manufacture vaccines. Although the COVAX initiative co-led by the Coalition for
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), Gavi, and the World Health Organization (WHO)
has made efforts to bridge the vaccine equity gap, it is now clear that the most sustainable
way for Africans to get sufficiently vaccinated is through the effective manufacturing and
production of safe vaccines in Africa. According to WHO, there are less than ten vaccine
manufacturing facilities in Africa (a huge continent with 54 countries and a population of
over 1.4 billion people). Out of these 10, only one of them produces a vaccine that is
prequalified by WHO. This has caused African countries to rely on the importation of
vaccines for routine immunization of endemic diseases such as Malaria, and pandemic
diseases such as COVID-19. Recently, the gap in vaccine equity has spurred political and
socio-economic interests in proffering solutions toward building capacity for African Vaccine
Manufacturing. In this opinion article, I suggest two key action items to enable Africa to
reach its goal of establishing vaccine manufacturing capacity to tackle future pandemics.

First, Africa needs to recognize the importance of developing human resources in the
interdisciplinary field of Vaccinology. This can be achieved by developing current curricula in
microbial sciences and establishing Vaccinology-based disciplines and training in Universities
of learning, most especially at the post-graduate level. This will enable the active
development of early-career scientists by engaging in relevant research in immunology,
infectiology and vaccine epidemiology. A key to achieving this is focusing on endemic
diseases currently affecting Africa such as Malaria, Ebola Virus Diseases, Lassa Fever, and
Typhoid. Also, effective collaborations with science experts in developed countries should be
established through advanced training of early-career scientists. Furthermore, African
policymakers and leaders should invest in education and research to aid rapid advancements
in Vaccinology.

Second, the existing framework and management systems of vaccine manufacturing
companies should be developed to suit best practices for ensuring the production and
manufacturing of safe vaccines for healthy use. Concerned regulatory bodies in Africa should
ensure the establishment of guidelines required by WHO that can be implemented by
African Vaccine Manufacturing plants. This will enable Africa to produce vaccines for regional
usage and distribution.

Achieving vaccine manufacturing capacity in Africa is possible through effective political will
and government policies that will aid investment in vaccine research and development in the
region. It also requires a huge investment in human capital as well as an effective partnership
for sustainable manufacturing capabilities.

Iyiola Oladunjoye

ASM Young Ambassador to Nigeria; MSc Student, Erasmus Mundus                          
‘Leading International Vaccinology Education’ Programme



I wanna ask YA… (Q&A for YA)

Once again, our primary aim with this newsletter is to be interactive and tailored for 
you, dear YAs!

Have you encountered problems with running a workshop?

Are you unsure about how to talk to your colleagues to invite them? A bit scared of 
talking to the professor about being involved with an ASM event?

Let us help you! We have probably been in a similar situation as you and may be 
able to give you some tips and suggestions.

And if we don’t know the answer, we’ll try to find it for you!

We also would like to hear from you any feedback about this newsletter!

Please send all your questions and comments to:

asm.ylcircle@gmail.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Young Ambassador Website

https://asmyoungambassadors.wordpress.com/

Ambassador LinkedIn Group

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13832986/

Young Leaders Circle Twitter*

@young_asm

Young Leaders Circle e-mail

asm.ylcircle@gmail.com

*Want to have your Ambassador activity featured in a tweet? Send us an
email!

https://asmyoungambassadors.wordpress.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13832986/
mailto:asm.ylcircle@gmail.com


• ASM Conference for Undergraduate 

Educators (ASMCUE)

July 11-15 | Online

• ASM/ESCMID Joint Conference on Drug 
Development to Meet the Challenge of 
Antimicrobial Resistance
October 4-7 | Dublin, Ireland

• ASM Conference on Rapid Applied 

Microbial Next-Generation Sequencing 

and Bioinformatic Pipelines

October 16-20 | Baltimore, Md.

• Annual Biomedical Research Conference 

for Minoritized Scientists (ABRCMS)

November 9-12 | Anaheim, California

➢ Other ASM events: https://asm.org/Events

A message from Matthew Tuttle, PhD 

Elected Chair for the ASM Young Leaders Circle 2022-2023

Former ASM Young Ambassador to Tennessee, USA
Research Scientist, Synthetic Biology and Biomaterials
UES, Inc. | Air Force Research Laboratory

I am delighted to have been elected the next YLC Chair. It truly is an honor.

I hope to uphold the strong leadership that we have seen from previous YLC Chairs and am looking
forward to continuing my work with the YLC and ASM as a whole.

The work we do as members of the YLC is a team effort. I am excited to see what we will accomplish
together over the next year!

What is happening in ASM?

• ASM conference on Biofilms

November 13-17 | Charlotte, North Carolina

• ASM Microbe 2023

June 15-19, 2023 | Houston, Texas

https://asm.org/Events


Matthew Tuttle| YLC Chair Elected | Tennessee, US |mtuttle4@vols.utk.edu

→Defended his dissertation and completed his PhD in Microbiology
→Awarded the 2021 Microbiology Research Excellence Award by                                         

the University of Tennessee 

Your YLC team and some of their accomplishments 
over the year

Inspirational quote

“Coming together is a beginning, keeping together is progress, 
and working together is success”

Henry Ford

Arnaud Orelle |YLC Chair|France | arnaud.orelle@gmail.com

→ Joined the IFBA (International Federation of Biosafety Association) 
Cyberbiosecurity Technical Committee 

Becky Aloo | Kenya | aloobecky@yahoo.com

→Defended her dissertation and completed her PhD in Life Sciences 
→Started a new position as a Review Editor for Frontiers in Microbiology

Iyiola Oladunjoye | Nigeria | iyiolaoladunjoye@gmail.com

→Scholarship and admission to the MASTER “Leading                 
International Vaccinology Education) of the ERASMUS+ Mundus

Fatima Aziz | Pakistan |fatimaziz110@gmail.com

→Guest editor of Biosecurity, Dual Use of Research Concern and Responsible 
Conduct in Life Sciences in Frontiers in Digital Health 

Karl Anderson | North Dakota, US | karl.anderson.1@ndsu.edu 

→Became a mentor in the ASM’s Future Leader’s Mentorship Fellowship
→Served as a judge for the Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minoritized

Scientists

Laura Oliveira| Brazil |lauramaria.andrade@yahoo.com.br

→ Appointed to participate in the Future Leaders Against AMR Programme
(supported by The Foundation to Prevent Antimicrobial Resistance)

Britta Goncarovs |Student Chapter Representative | New York, US | 
britta.goncarovs@hws.edu

→ Joined Synlogic Therapeutics  as a laboratory Technician

Jonathan Ling |Student Chapter Representative | Malaysia | 
jonathanlingguyang@gmail.com

→Started a new position as Group Manager for the Molecular Mycology Research 
Group at the National University of Malaysia.

mailto:%7Cmtuttle4@vols.utk.edu
mailto:%7Carnaud.orelle@gmail.com
mailto:aloobecky@yahoo.com
mailto:iyiolaoladunjoye@gmail.com
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